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The 7th Five Flavours Film Festival – one of the few European and the only Polish annual survey of Asian cinema, will take place in Warsaw, between 4 and 11 November 2013.

This year the national section – Focus - is devoted to Hong Kong, and includes films of its leading filmmakers. One of them is Johnnie To, whose pictures, strongly exploring the genre cinema, have been shown and awarded at some of the most important international film festivals, including Cannes, Venice, and Locarno. The films presented at Five Flavours feature some of To’s classics, which the Polish audience is not yet familiar with, such as "Full Time Killer" (2001), "Running on Karma" (2003), and "Sparrow" (2008). "Drug War" (2012), another film showing the topics characteristic for the director – drug wars between mafia and the police – will also be screened at the Festival. The film was shown at film festivals in Rotterdam and in Rome, and it was also nominated for Asian Film Awards in three categories – Best Editing, Best Film, and Best Screenplay. 
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Drug War
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Johnnie To with a catalogue of the 6th edition of Five Flavours

Apart from the classic titles by renowned filmmakers, such as Johnnie To or Ann Hui, the programme also includes some of the most intriguing films made in the past few years. One of them is "Isabella" (2006) by Park Ho-chaung. "Vulgaria" (2012), another controversial film directed by Park was presented in the New Asian Cinema section of the last year’s edition of the festival. "Isabella", made six years earlier, is a story of a police officer, whose bachelor life is turned upside-down by a daughter, who suddenly appears in his life. The film was nominated to the Golden Bear Award at the Berlin IFF.

Two sets of short films are comprised of 12 Fresh Wave titles. Among them are "God Bless All Parents" (dir. Lau Wing-tai), "The Key Chain" (dir. Chan Wai-man), "Stil On The Bridge" (dir. Leung pak-ho, Pako), and "Oasis" (dir. Lam Sum) – the authors of the films will be the guests of the Festival. 

The competition section New Asian Cinema is a permanent part of the programme. It includes some of the most recent films from South-East and East Asia. The viewers will have a chance to see the best pictures from the region. One of the titles in competition is "Poor Folk" (2013), the latest film by Midi Z, whose previous film, "Return to Burma", was presented in the Freedom in Asia section. Just like "Return", "Poor Folk" focuses on characters, who are far from being optimistic. The protagonists are Burmese illegal immigrants in Thailand, and their main occupation is drug dealing and human trafficking. Midi Z showed his film at festivals in Busan, Mumbai, Rotterdam and Vancouver. Other titles in the section are also "Jiseul" (dir. Muel O) and "Longing for the Rain" (dir. Lina Yang). For the second time in the Festival’s history, the prizes are awarded by People’s Jury – a group of fans, enthusiasts and semi-professionals, chosen in a competition. 

Another part of the programme is a retrospective of films by a cult Japanese director – Tetsuya Nakashima. The director and screenwriter, born in 1959, is one of the most original contemporary filmmakers. He received numerous awards from the Japanese academy and at international film festivals (Puchon, Singapore, Hong Kong, Yokohama, Montreal and Udine, among others). Despite the limited number of works, he is considered to be one of the leading directors in Japan. His works include "Beautiful Sunday" (1998), "Kamikaze Girls" (2004), "Memories of Matsuko" (2006). The award-winning "Confessions" (2010) is a story featuring a teacher, her students, and a refined revenge. The film was a Japanese Oscars entry.

The Horror Cinema enthusiasts will not be disappointed with the programme – once again, the Festival organizes an all-night marathon of this Asian specialty. The films shown include Pang Ho-cheung’s "Dream Home" (2010), described by the filmmaker magazine as: "(...) one of the strongest horror films of the last several years. This blood-soaked caper from Hong Kong doubles as a satirical look at the housing and banking crises that have crippled markets around the world."
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Dream Home

The 7th edition of the Festival continues a the screenings of pictures from Taiwanese New Wave presented at 16mm film. This year the cycle, enthusiastically received by the Polish audience, includes another set of films from this eminent Taiwanese film movement. 

The 7th Five Flavours Film Festival will take place in Warsaw between 4 and 11 November (Muranow and Luna cinemas). Selected films from this years' programme will be presented also in Wroclaw (Kino Nowe Horyzonty Cinema, November 8-14) and Koszalin (Kryterium Cinema, November 15-17). 

Organiser: Arteria Art Foundation

Co-organisers: Luna cinema, Muranow cinema, New Horizons cinema, TR Warszawa, The Asia and Pacific Museum in Warsaw, The Museum of Wola, Poludnik Zero.

Patrons: Stopklatka, TVP2, TVP Kultura, Gazeta Co Jest Grane, TOK FM, miesięcznik Kino, EKRANy, AMS, Exklusiv, Filmaster, Hatak, Aktivist, Hiro, Kontynenty, 5kilo kultury, IRKA, miesięcznik Podróże, Peron4, Popmoderna, Globtroter, Magazyn Portal Kulturalny, wazji.pl.

Partners: Ministry of Culture and National Heritage, City of Warsaw, Polish Film Institute, Japan Foundation, Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office, Embassy of Japan in Poland, Consulate General of Poland in Hong Kong, MCST, Korea Arts Management Service , CMPC, Polish Mahjong Leage, Thailand Embassy in Poland, Cardpoland, Prasowy, Sen Pszczoly Loft Hotel, Kinoplex.pl.

More information: www.piecsmakow.pl


facebook.com/piecsmakow

twitter.com/Five_Flavours

