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Press Release
September 27h, 2016
Five Flavours opens with a subtle Japanese drama, closes with Johnnie To 
The premiere of Miwa Nishikawa's latest film opens the 10th edition of the Festival. The Asian marathon ends on a strong note with a film by the master of Hong Kong gangster cinema.

Five Flavours program is, as always, a combination of the best auteur cinema with electric genre films. This diversity is visible in the choice of the opening and closing films of this year's edition. Their directors are already well-known to the Festival's audience - Miwa Nishikawa was a guest of Five Flavours during the 9th edition and presented two films ("Dear Doctor" and "Dreams For Sale"), and a retrospective of Johnnie To, the master of Hong Kong action cinema, was shown during the 7th Five Flavours.

Tickets for opening and closing films, as well as other special events, will be available from October 11th.

OPENING FILM: THE LONG EXCUSE (DIR. MIWA NISHIKAWA, JAPAN 2016)
Sachio Kinugasa is a renown writer who lives off his success and noble, maturing beauty. When his wife dies in an accident, he finds the perfect words to express his inconsolable grief, but the refined, ostensibly deep form seems devoid of emotions. Unexpectedly, into his life comes Yoichi, a widower whose late wife died in the same accident, leaving him alone with two children. Acting on impulse, Sachio, somehow despite himself, decides to help the forlorn family.
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The Long Excuse, dir. Miwa Nishikaw

It's hard to imagine two characters that would be more different – Yoichi is a candid, straightforward trucker (played by the rockman, Pistol Takehara), Sachio is a refined, gallant intellectual, a self-appointed authority (a well-balanced role by Masahiro Motoki from "Departures"). Their encounter will be a challenge - and an opportunity - for both of them.

Nishikawa lightly leads the viewer through this story of maturation and inner transformation, told without pathos, but with great psychological sensitivity. Balancing out the dramatic moments with subtle humor, she shows a clash of two worlds, two narrations of masculinity, family, life goals. With the nuanced, layered script, the director once again proves she is a worthy heiress of the best traditions of Japanese cinema by Ozu or Mizuguchi. Her leisurely style of narration combines well with a jazzy soundtrack and the camerawork of Hirokazu Koreeda's collaborator, Yutaki Yamazaki.
{youtube}1w5oUgQhMag{/youtube}
 
CLOSING FILM: THREE (DIR. JOHNNIE TO HONG KONG / CHINA 2016)
A deadly intelligent gangster with a police bullet stuck in his head, an uncompromising cop, and and ambitious, stubborn doctor... The three strong personalities meet in a busy hospital in Hong Kong, where the police escorts the criminal. To survive, he needs an immediate surgery. Yet, he prefers to stay chained to the bed and wait for his pals to come for his rescue. Because they undoubtedly will... In the next few hours, the ward, fraught with overworked medics and patients' dramas, will witness a thrilling battle for life and honor.
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Three, dir. Johnnie To

Johnnie To is an exquisite stylist, one of the few in modern cinema. "Three", his return to the world of gangsters and police officers, is a perfect example of that. The director subtly cuts reality into spectacular frames and puts them together with surgical precision, creating dazzling sequences. The effect is a grand spectacle in which small, seemingly irrelevant elements and gestures form a fascinating cinematic puzzle. As time passes, tension builds up, culminating in an explosive, unavoidable finale, which brings to mind the works of John Woo and Sam Peckinpah, and introduces new quality into action cinema.

A treat for thriller fans, "Three" is also a battle between superb actors. The emotionless cop is played by the star of "Drug War", Louis Koo, and the doctor is portrayed by Vicky Zhao, one of the most popular Chinese actresses. It is a rare example of a strong female character in Johnnie To's film! The supporting roles are also filled by many of the director's favorite actors.

The 10th edition of Five Flavours takes place on November 16-23 in Warsaw, in Muranów and Kinoteka cinemas. 
Replica: New Horizons Cinema, Wrocław (November 18-24)

Sponsors: Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office (Central and Eastern Europe), Asia Travel

Media partners: FilmWeb, CoJestGrane, AMS, Tokfm, Tygodnik Powszechny, TVP Kultura, Miesięcznik KINO, Aktivist!, 5kilo kultury, Ekrany, VICE, Poka Poka, CSPA, Warsaw Insider, Etnosystem, Japonia-online, Eastern Kicks

Partners: The Ministry of Culture and National Heritage, City of Warsaw, Polish Film Institute, Japan Foundation
Organizer: Arteria Art Foundation
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