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Press Release
July 14th 2015
9th Five Flavours focuses on films by Japanese female directors

Films created in recent years by Japanese female directors included in the Focus section are the first group presentation of this kind in Poland.
Because of the highly hierarchical and formalised studio system in Japan, it was until the 90s that women rarely had a chance to direct films. Social and cultural changes as well as new technologies led to a revolution in this strongly developed industry. Naomi Kawase was the pioneer and her debut film "Suzaku" was awarded at Cannes in 1997. It opened the way for other female directors to build their position in the Japanese film industry.

The new millennium brought a number of films directed by women. Their works not only drew attention of critics but also were welcomed by the audience and did well at the box-office. Films by Miwa Nishikawa, Naoko Ogigami and Momoko Ando hit the international festival circuit and are regularly listed among the best titles of the year by the prestigious Kinema Junpo magazine. Film expert Mark Schilling found "female new wave" the most important trend in the Japanese film industry that emerged in recent years.

Films created by the new generation of female authors look at Japan from a fresh and unique perspective. Among the titles included in the programme of the 9th Five Flavours are "0.5mm" by Momoko Ando, "One Million Yen Girl" by Yuki Tanada and "The Light Shines Only There" by Mipo O. The latter was Japan's entry for the Best Foreign Language Film at the 87th Academy Awards in 2014.


[image: image2.jpg]



0.5 mm, dir. Momoko Ando


The section will be completed by a series of lectures and discussions, called Asian Academy, focused on cinema created by female directors and feminism in Asia.

The 9th edition of Five Flavours Film Festival takes place in Warsaw, Poland, from 12th to 20th November, 2015.
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