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Press Release
June 30th 2016
First details of Five Flavours jubilee program!
This year, Five Flavours Film Festival, the only overview of South and South-East Asian cinema in Poland, turns 10! The organizers reveal the main program sections, and kick off the Festival Passes sale on July 1st.

For a decade now, Five Flavours has been inviting the most intriguing films from this fascinating, culturally diverse region, whose geopolitical importance is constantly on the rise, but which is barely present in Polish theaters. Five Flavours fills this void, combining the best popular and art house cinema, showing the dynamics, trends and moods in the region.

This tradition continues this year. Here are the main sections of the 10th edition of the Festival.

 

PORTRAIT: SION SONO
The main section of 10th Five Flavours is an overview of films by one of the most original contemporary Japanese directors, recognized and appreciated by the Festival audience. Sion Sono is a director, poet, painter, member of a punk band and a Tokyo Gagaga collective performer. An artist praised for his radical artistic vision, combining a shocking content with an apt social critique. For decades, his films have been mesmerizing cinephiles from all over the world with their uncompromising language, which transcends genres and aesthetics: from science-fiction to musicals, from static, poetic frames to the extravaganza of the best Japanese pop culture. The section includes one of his newest works, the visionary science-fiction production "The Whispering Star."
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The Whispering Star, dir. Sion Sono

 

COMPETITION: NEW ASIAN CINEMA
Like in the previous years, the competition section is a chance to explore outstanding works of rising filmmakers and to examine the current issues facing South and South-East Asia. These are the films looking for new forms of expression, mesmerizing with their beauty and inviting debate. The section includes pictures from countries such as South Korea, The Philippines, and Malaysia. Among them is Victor Vu's "Yellow Flowers on the Green Grass," which has been a spectacular success in Vietnamese cinemas in 2015. This time, the country's star director, whose works have already been shown at Five Flavours ("Spirits" - 1st edition, "Blood Letter" - 6th edition), invites the viewers for a nostalgic journey to the Vietnamese province of the 1980s. Việt Linh, the author of the script, was the guest of Five Flavours during the first edition of the Festival.
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Yellow Flowers on the Green Grass, dir. Victor Vu

Another title in the competition is "Heart Attack" by Nawapol Thamrongrattanarit, whose "36" won the 7th edition of Five Flavours. The Thai director's new film is a universal black comedy about the life of freelance graphic designer.

The winner of the Festival is chosen by People's Jury – a group of cinema enthusiasts selected via a competition. For the first time, the Festival will also host NETPAC (Network for the Promotion of Asian Cinema) jury, consisting of critics specializing in Asian cinema.

 

NORTH KOREAN CINEMA
This year, Five Flavours provides a unique opportunity to have a closer look at major film accomplishments from one of the most isolated and mysterious countries in the world – North Korea, a place which excites controversies and provokes countless questions about the daily lives of its 20 million inhabitants. North Korean cinema, virtually absent from the international film circuit, is a key element of the government's propaganda, and a proof of the versatility of the Tenth Muse.

 

WARRIORS
Films included in this section are overflowing with emotions, action, and stunning choreography. Their heroes fight for peace and integrity in the fickle, unsettling reality. The section is created especially, but not exclusively, for the fans of martial arts films, which enjoy unwavering popularity in Asia. Among the highlights of the section is the spectacular "The Final Master" by Xu Haofeng, the author of "The Sword Identity" (6th Five Flavours) and the scriptwriter for Wong Kar-wai's "Grand Master."
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The Final Master, dir. Xu Haofeng

 
ASIAN CLASSICS IN 4K
Five Flavours' 10th birthday is a great moment to turn to older productions. This is made possible thanks to the growing popularity of digital restoration of Asian masterpieces. The section showcases classic works by great masters, which have never been screened in Polish cinemas before, including the Cannes' Palme d'Or winner "Salaam Bombay!" - a portrait of Mumbai's street children, which launched Mira Nair's worldwide career.
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Salaam Bombay!, dir. Mira Nair

The program will be complemented by introductory talks, Asian Academy's specialized lectures, and Q&As with filmmakers.

 
RADIO ASIA
Radio Asia plays on, this year in the form of three great concerts by alternative music artists held in TR Warszawa theatre.
The program will be announced on July 7th.

 

FESTIVAL ESSENTIALS
For those coming to the Festival from out of Warsaw, the number of screenings will be increased – on Thursday and Friday they will start before noon.

The organizers invite to use the special Festival Essentials service, which will help to plan a long weekend with Five Flavours. It includes information about accommodation discounts and our food recommendations.

In case of any questions, the organizers can be contacted at hospitality@piecsmakow.pl.

 

FESTIVAL PASSES
Festival Passes will be available from July 1st. This year, they come in two types: Basic Pass (190 PLN) is valid for all film screenings at Five Flavours except for the Gala Opening. Master Pass (270 PLN) is also valid for three Radio Asia concerts, Horror Night and the Gala Opening.

 


The 10th edition of Five Flavours will take place on November 16-23 in Warsaw, in Muranów and Kinoteka cinemas. A replica of the Festival in Wrocław, in New Horizons Cinema, is planned for November 18-24.
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